OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
2600 DEFENSE PENTAGON ;
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2600

& AMERICAS’ SECURITY AFFAIRS

October 14, 2011

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF
SUBJECT: Request for Joint Staff Coordination

Recent media attention on the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Countering Violent
Extremism (CVE) training and DoD lecturers led the National Security Staff (NSS) to request
Departments and Agencies to provide their screening process for CVE trainers and speakers
(TAB A). Request the Joint Staff task the COCOMs, Services, National Guard Bureau and
Components to determine the current processes used to vet CVE trainers. The task should reach
out to service academies and major academic centers (e.g., Joint Special Operations University,
U.S. Army Combined Arms Center, and National Defense Intelligence College). The intent is to
determine the criteria used to establish professional qualifications for teachers and lecturers
providing instruction on countering violent Islamic extremism; with particular focus on Military
Information Support Operations, [nformation Operations, and Military Intelligence curriculum.
In addition, the vetting of curriculum development for cultural awareness pre-deployment
training for Iraq and Afghanistan should be included.

Please provide the current process of vetting CVE trainers by October 31, 2011. Our
point of contact for this task is LTC Matthew Whitehead, (571) 256-8365 or Ms. Kate Morse
(571) 256-9172.

Attachment:
TAB A: Spencer Ackerman's Wired.com Article
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SECRETARY, JOINT STAFF
ACTION DIRECTIVE

SJS 11-04328 SUSPENSE DATE: 11/15/2011

DATE: 10/25/2011 RED TAG: NO

SUBJECT: /O/ Screening Process for Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Trainers and
Speakers

ASSIGNED TO: J-5 APPROVAL AUTHORITY / HOW REFERRED:
DIRECT REPLY

Coordination Requirements
OCJCS/LC, J-2, J-3, J-7, the Services, COCOMS, and USD/I

Special Instructions/Guidance

Initial review of this action indicates the response should be a J-Directorate Reply for
Director or Vice Director signature. Please add a copy of the response and a completion
note to the JSAP folder before returning to SUS/ACB for closure.

Research Assistance

Consult the (JSINT/JWICS) Enterprise Content Management (ECM) Repository, the JSIN-S
ECM Repository and/or the JS Quick Search research/tracking tools within JSAP-M to
determine what other offices, organizations, and/or recommendations should
coordinate/collaborate. Action packages will be screened for comprehensive
collaboration/coordination by office/directorate leadership.

IMD guidance for AO metadata tagging requirement is available at:
http://lsdseecm.dse.iss.js.smil.mil/rma/dri/objectld/090176c9800dbad5

See EAPB website for approved JS Template examples:

http://sdseportal.js.smil.mil/portal/site/isportal/eapb
Notes

Contact external POC (if applicable) and/or the SJS-ACB 695-4550, regarding suspense
extensions to this action. Interim replies are required prior to consideration of suspense
extension requests for “5C” actions, IAW JS| 5711.01C.
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Justice Department Official: Muslim ‘Juries’
Threaten ‘Our Values’

By Spencer Ackerman

October 5, 2011

FBI intelligence analysts weren’t the only ones teaching their colleagues that the U.S. is
at war with the Islamic religion. Justice Department officials — and even teachers at the
Army’s top intellectual center — are delivering similar messages.

Danger Room has acquired a 2010 PowerPoint presentation compiled by an intelligence
analyst working for the U.S. Attorney in the Middle District of Pennsylvania.
Reminiscent of FBI training materials exposed by Danger Room in September, the
PowerPoint warns of a “Civilizational Jihad” stretching back from the dawn of Islam and
waged today in the U.S. by “civilians, juries, lawyers, media, academia and charities”
who threaten “our values.” The goal of that war: “Replacement of American Judeo-
Christian and Western liberal social, political and religious foundations by Islam.”

When Danger Room questioned the Justice Department about the briefing, it issued a
statement pledging to join the FBI in scrubbing its counterterrorism training for signs of
material that equate average Muslims with terrorists.

“To ensure that Justice Department standards are upheld,” the statement reads, “the
Department has today instructed all components and U.S. Attorney’s Offices to review all
training materials and presentations provided by Justice Department personnel to ensure
that any material presented is consistent with the Department’s standards, goals and
instructions.”

But the Justice Department is hardly alone in hosting bigoted and counterproductive
counterterrorism training. Even if federal prosecutors and FBI agents no longer go
through such instruction, Danger Room has learned that anti-Islam training material has
spread into the military. Some of the Islamophobic presenters hired by the FBI also
lecture at premiere schools for military intelligence; at an online university favored by
students seeking jobs in U.S. intelligence agencies and with affiliated contractors; and
even at the Army’s intellectual center, Fort Leavenworth.

In other words, what the FBI once told Danger Room was an isolated incident —
occurring one time in one lecture session — has spread throughout numerous government
agencies over the years.

And in addition to being dubious as a matter of civil rights, experts say that the training
places U.S. counterterrorism efforts at risk. “Boneheaded is a generous way to describe
this training,” says counterterrorism analyst Jarret Brachman, author of Global Jihadism:
Theory and Practice. “I’d lean more towards hateful, paranoid and completely
counterproductive.”
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Another slide from a 2010 PowerPoint prepared by Justice Department intelligence
analyst John Marsh

The presentation in question is the work of John Marsh, a self-described “intelligence
specialist” working for the U.S. Attomey’s office in the Middle District of Pennsylvania.
Titled “21st Century Terrorism: History, Perspective, Development™” and dated May 19,
2010, it was apparently delivered to a Defense Department hazardous-materials
conference.

Marsh’s presentation, which claims to be “one analyst’s view” and not that of the U.S.
government, paints a harsh view of Islam. “Internal Islamic Failures/Collapse,” it advises,
“Did NOT Start on 9/11,” but instead date back “~1400 years” — that is, to the birth of
Islam itself and the death of the Prophet Muhammad. (Other slides take a meandering
tour through world history, and specifically the very pre-Islamic Roman Empire.) “2
Inescapable facts” about contemporary terrorists, Marsh presented, are “1. All Say they
are Muslims. 2. All believe they are acting as followers of the true Islam.” Oddly, Marsh
doesn’t mention the 2009 shooting spree at the U.S. Holocaust Museum or the 2010
attack on an Austin, Texas IRS office; both strikes were clearly acts of terror, but neither
perpetrator was Muslim.

Still, Marsh provides “disclaimers” that Muslims “can separate politics [from] religion.”
He acknowledges distinctions between Shiites and Sunnis, and between average







terrorism, countering violent extremism and other training that may relate to

ongoing community outreach efforts.

Marsh, it tums out, does a fair amount of speaking on the perceived Islamic threat. In
March 2011, he spoke to a Harrisburg community college’s homeland security
conference on the subject of “Stealth Jihad: A Long-Term Threat to America?” (.pdf)
Back in 2008, Marsh was invited to speak at the annual convention of the National
Institute of Justice, the Justice Department’s R&D agency. The subject of his panel?
(.pdf) “Hotbeds of Radicalization in Contemporary American Society.”

But the Justice Department is hardly the only government agency playing host to
briefings that take a skeptical view of Islam. At least 10 times since 2007, Stephen
Coughlin, a former consultant on Islamic law for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has lectured at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the Army’s intellectual nerve center.

Coughlin has given presentations before conservative audiences that claimed Muslim
nations have a “ten year plan” to make criticism of Islam illegal under international law.
He has criticized ex-President George W. Bush’s assurances that the U.S. is not at war
with Islam for having a “chilling effect” on intelligence analysis. Now a visiting fellow at
the International Assessment and Strategy Center in Washington, Coughlin gave a
January talk to the FBI’s D.C. field office allegedly claiming [slamic law was
incompatible with the U.S. Constitution.

“I brief the FBI, brief the Department of Defense,” Coughlin told Danger Room during a
short telephone conversation.

Danger Room has confirmed that Coughlin regularly lectures before a class at the Army’s
Combined Arms Center at Fort Leavenworth. The course is known as FA30, an
“Information Operations” course, which instructs mid-career Army officers how to get
the military’s message out.

When Danger Room initially called the course’s supervisor, an Army civilian named
John Warner, to ask about Coughlin’s lectures, Warner abruptly ended the conversation,
saying, “There’s really not a need for you guys to know this.”
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From: saccp@whs.mil

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 12:13 PM

To: Joint Secretariat .
Subject: SACCP: You've been assigned a new task with control number USP011580-11

Katherine Morse(HD-S&FP-DIR-P&P) has assigned the following task to you:

Control Number: USP811580-11
Subject: Request for Joint Staff Coordination

You are accessing a U.S. Government (USG) Information System (IS) that is provided for USG-
authorized use only,

By using this IS (which includes any device attached to this IS), you consent to the
following conditions:

. The USG routinely intercepts and monitors communications on this IS for purposes including,
but not limited to, penetration testing, COMSEC monitoring, network operations and defense,
personnel misconduct(PM), law enforcement(LE), and counterintelligence(CI) investigations.

. At any time, the USG may inspect and seize data stored on this IS.

. Communications using, or data stored on, this IS are not private, are subject to routine
monitoring, interception, and search, and may be disclosed or used for any USG-authorized
purpose.,

. This IS includes security measures (e.g., authentication and access
controls) to protect USG interests - not for your personal benefit or privacy.

. Notwithstanding the above, using this IS does not constitute consent to PM, LE or CI
investigative searching or monitoring of the content of privileged communications, or work
product, related to personal representation or services by attorneys, psychotherapists, or
clergy, and their assistants. Such communications and work product are private and
confidential. See User Agreement for details.

By clicking on the link below, you are agreeing to the terms and conditions outlined in the
aforementioned text.

To access this task, please click on the following link:
<https://eccs.whs.pentagon.mil/saccp//Summary.action?action.id=263,576>

This is an automated message sent by the SACCP system. Please do not reply to this e-mail.




